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 A number of philatelists, among them an American and I, myself, have asked exactly how the Pro 

Aero mail flights of May 1938 were carried out.  In the Schweizerischen Luftpost-Handbuch we find in the 

chapter “Sonderflüge” (Special Flights) under 38.1 “Pro Aero Mail Flights 1938, carried out by 13 sport 

planes of the AeCS.”  Then follows the air route Geneva-Lausanne-Bern-Basel-Zürich to Bellinzona. 

Mr. Richard Hall of USA wrote in June, 2011: “The late Michael Rutherfoord and I have studied the 

1938 Pro Aero flights for several years. We have been trying to figure out how the flights were made and 

have come to the opinion that all the covers were flown 

into one central location (say Luzern), sorted there by 

destination, and sent back out on planes that flew them 

in. We do not believe that each plane flew to each of the 

12 airfields, there wasn’t enough time to make that 

circuit with small planes.” 

 It was in fact not true that from each airfield 12 

planes flew to all of the other 11 airfields.  There would 

have had to be 132 flights out and another 132 return 

flights.  Even if certain combinations were possible, 

there would still have to have been around 100 flights.  

Where did these planes and pilots come from? 

 In its bulletin of May 13, 1938, under number 

87, the Post had announced the main flights and feeder 

flights.  It reported: “The flights, the 12 airstrips, the 13 

locations (meaning cities, Le Locle and La Chaux-de-

Fonds having the same                (continued on page 7) 
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Fig. 1.  Extract from the PTT Bulletin 87 of 1938.  The 
flights connecting  the 12  airports or 13, were scheduled 
according to this preliminary plan.   
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Auction 154 Selected Lots; see page 17 

 

Harlan Stone Receives 

Philadelphia Award 
Harlan F. Stone was recently honored 

with the Philadelphia National Stamp Exhibi-

tion’s (PNSE) National Merit Award. The honor 

was announced by Stephen Washburne, PNSE 

president, during the show’s awards reception 

March 31, 2012 at the Greater Philadelphia Ex-

po Center in Oaks, PA. Harlan was cited for his 

leadership skills and his writing and editing ac-

complishments, especially in the field of Switzer-

land philately. 

Among his many accomplishments Har-

lan was recognized for his services to and offices 

held with the Philatelic Foundation, the Ameri-

can Helvetia Philatelic Society, the Postal Histo-

ry Society, the Smithsonian National Postal 

Museum, the PhiLITex 92 literature exhibition, 

and the Society of Postal Historians of Great 

Britain. The PNSE National Merit Award joins 

many other honors that Harlan has received in-

cluding the Golden Dove award of the Swiss 

Stamp Dealers Association, the APS Luff award 

for distinguished philatelic research, and the 

Collectors Club of New York’s Alfred E. Lichten-

stein award. 

The Philadelphia national merit awards 

date back to 1945 when the show was known as 

SEPAD, the Association of Stamp Clubs of 

Southeastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. Pre-

vious recipients of the award include many not-

ed philatelists including Clarence Brazer, 

Stanley Ashbrook, George Linn, James DeVoss, 

Herman Herst, Bud Sellers, Ernst Cohn, Ber-

nard Hennig, Peter McCann, Charles Peterson, 

and Stephen Reinhard. 

  Alan Warren 
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What Else is Going On? 
by George Struble 

 The Royal Philatelic Society London an-

nounces the formation of a partnership 

with preeminent philatelic libraries 

around the world to provide a central-

ised gateway to the greatest philatelic 

research in existence. Other founding 

partners in the initiative include the 

Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum 

and Smithsonian Libraries, Washing-

ton, DC, USA, and the American Phila-

telic Research Library, Bellefonte, PA, 

USA. 

 The goal of the project is to es-

tablish a single destination — a central-

ised gateway — through which 

philatelists around the world can search, locate 

and access philatelic research from partner librar-

ies in real-time, from any computer. Searchable 

listings of books and publications, as well as re-

source locations and access, will soon be one click 

away, providing an invaluable resource to those 

doing philatelic research. Major pre-1923 publica-

tions, including The Stamp-Collector’s Magazine, 

Illustrated, London, from 1865-1874, have been 

digitised and will be made available at no charge. 

Other resources considered proprietary by partner-

ing libraries may also be accessed through mem-

bership programmes and other avenues via the 

centralised gateway, which is planned to launch in 

June. 

 Other partners participating in the project 

include: Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library, Den-

ver, USA; Slusser Memorial Library, Postal Histo-

ry Foundation Library, Tucson, USA; The 

Collectors Club, New York, USA; Harry Suther-

land Philatelic Library, Vincent Graves Greene 

Philatelic Research Foundation, Toronto, Canada; 

Western Philatelic Library, Sunnyvale, USA. 

 The full range of services available from 

the Society in this project can be seen by visiting 

www.rpsl.org.uk. 

 The April email newsletter of the American 

Philatelic Society reports that three AHPS officers, 

Rudy Keller, Bruce Marsden, and Ernie Bergman, 

met in the American Philatelic Research Library 

in March.  After meeting there, Rudy spent two 

days as a volunteer helping with the APRL’s Swiss 

holdings, especially the German language volumes.  

You can read more about their visit at 

blog.stamplibrary.org. 

 This June a new cablecar starts operation 

up the Stanserhorn.  This cablecar is a 

doubledecker; over the enclosed cabin is an open 

deck – well, it does have railings! – so the passen-

gers can enjoy all of 

the panorama, with 

the wind whistling 

through their hair 

for the six-minute 

ride.  Yes, this is 

above the village of 

Stans, where sever-

al AHPS members 

will participate in 

the stamp show in 

October.  A new 

stamp and a picture 

postcard recognize 

the event. 

 

AHPS Auction Manager 

Report March 28, 2012 
This report covers the three auctions since 

the 2011 annual meeting.  The summer sale was a 

disaster, in terms of participation; hopefully sum-

mer auctions are forever banished.  Otherwise the 

range of material was quite wide, as was the range 

of individual lot realizations.  Bidding was quite 

active.  These three auctions returned $1,428 to 

the AHPS treasury.  Results of these auctions are 

summarized in the table below. 

AHPS Auction Summary 2011-12 
 

Auction  # 151 152 153 Total Average 

Date 7/11 11/11 1/12   

# of Lots 47 140 171 358 119 

# of Sellers 2 9 6 --- 6 

# of  

Lots Sold 

20 57 64 141 47 

# of  

Bidders 

9 20 21 --- 17 

$ Sales 419 3964 3333 7716 2572 

$ to AHPS 84 865 479 1428 476 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Gordon T. Trotter 

 

 

The road to hell is paved by the same con-
tractors as all the other roads. 

 

http://www.rpsl.org.uk/
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Expanding the Space on a Swiss Postal Card 
by Harlan F. Stone, CPhH 

When a postal card with finite space is forwarded more than once, it can sometimes run out of space 

for still another address. In the case of the Swiss card in Figure 1, a correspondent in Venezuela found a 

clever way to expand the space. In doing so, however, did he end up with a card or some other form of mail? 
 

This 5-centime domestic card (Zumstein 

No. 26) began its extended journey at Lyss where 

it was mailed on April 1, 1905 (upper right post-

mark on card), to St. Moritz. However, at St. 

Moritz the card was refranked with a 10c Cross 

& Numeral adhesive stamp (next to the 5c indi-

cium) and remailed on April 3 to Valencia, Vene-

zuela, at the Swiss 10c international rate, 

without taking credit for the initial 5c payment.  

In Valencia the card was refranked again 

with two 5 centimos adhesives canceled with a 

“Correo Ambulante / Valencia a Caracas” rail-

road postmark without a date, and forwarded 

within Venezuela. (It is impossible to read the 

new destination without cutting open the band.) 

One of these adhesives was folded over the lower left front edge of the card and the second was placed on 

the front of the card at the bottom center (now out of sight). These two stamps paid the 10c domestic rate 

within Venezuela.  

From the new address the card went back to Switzerland with three more 5c centimos adhesives to 

pay the 10c international rate plus the 5c seapost surtax in effect in Venezuela from 1901 to 1914. These 

stamps were canceled with the same ambulant postmark without a date.  

Before he could return the card to Lyss, 

however, the sender needed to find room for a 

fourth address on the front and the three addi-

tional stamps. There was no more space on the 

front or back. To create more space he carefully 

cut the four corners out of an envelope and 

sealed it like a wrapper band around both the 

height and width of the card. He placed two of 

the three stamps on the front of the band and 

the third on the back (Figure 2). On the back are 

also private handstamps for “return” (vuelvase) 

from the Hacienda Mariara on April 26, 1905. 

The card arrived in Lyss on May 19, as the final 

postmark on the front of the band shows.  

What was the result of this partial use of 

an envelope? Because it left the card exposed, it 

enabled the sender to pay only 15c Venezuelan card postage instead of 50c (25c postage plus 25c seapost 

surtax) for a letter. This highly unusual reuse of a one-way card in the international mails was tolerated by 

the Venezuelan post office, probably because it realized the Swiss correspondent did not expect the recipi-

ent to send back the card. Normally members of the Universal Postal Union accepted one-way cards only 

once since it was mandatory from July 1, 1892, for all UPU members to issue international double cards 

with a prepaid reply half for use by correspondents who expected a response.  

My thanks to Brian Moorhouse, a well-known expert on Central and South American stamps and 

postal history, for confirming the Venezuelan rates and explaining the Venezuelan postal and private 

markings.  

 
Fig. 2.  Back of the card 

 
Fig. 1.  Front of the card 
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Book Review: The In-

dustrielle Kriegswirt-

schaft Issue of Switzer-

land 1918-1919  

by Alan Warren 

The Industrielle Kriegswirtschaft Issue of Switzer-
land 1918-1919 by Michael Peter and Ralph 
Soderberg. 176 pages, 8 ¾ by 11 ½ inches, hard-
bound, dust jacket, in English and German, with 
accompanying CD, American Helvetia Philatelic 
Society, Asheville NC, 2011. ISBN 978-0-9844317-
2-4, $95 postpaid from American Helvetia Philatel-
ic Society, c/o Bruce Marsden, 20 Whitney Rd., 
Short Hills NJ 07078. Inquiries for European deliv-
ery should be directed to Rölli-Schär AG, 
Seidenhofstrasse 2, CH-6003 Luzern, Switzerland, 
or Ian Gilchrist, I.G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harro-
gate HG11 1SL, United kingdom. 

The official stamps of 

many countries are considered 

back-of-the-book material and 

usually offer little of interest 

for collectors. However, the 

overprinted issues of Switzer-

land’s Industrielle Kriegs-

wirtschaft (IKW or War Board 

of Trade) provide a wonderful 

study for specialists who 

search for legitimate use on 

cover and are willing to enter 

the dangerous field of forger-

ies. The purpose of the stamps 

was to permit IKW to frank 

its own mail and avoid the 

massive delays in the han-

dling of mail towards the end 

of World War I. In this book 

the English and German text 

appear on opposing pages. 

The stamps were prepared by overprinting 

the Helvetia, William Tell, and William Tell’s Son 

issues of the early 1900s with the wording 

“Industrielle Kriegs-Wirtschaft.” The first delivery 

of the stamps was on July 25, 1918 and their use 

was discontinued May 15 the following year. Legit-

imate cards and covers must bear cancels during 

that period and bear other markings as evidence of 

proper use. Several pages of beautifully illustrated 

covers from various offices and sections of the IKW 

are shown. These include the Central Bureau of 

Embroidery Exports, the IKW central office in 

Bern, Raw Material Control, Leather Industry Sec-

tion and others, all identified by their corner cards. 

The first overprinting was done by the 

Stolz Company in Bern using 6-point Roman type-

face. The panes of 100 original stamps were divid-

ed into half panes of 50 (5 x 10) and then the 

overprint form of 25 impressions was applied 

twice. There are sufficient varieties and flaws 

within the thin overprints that they can be plated 

to determine overprint positions. Using the Wil-

liam Tell’s Son stamps in this 

book, wonderful color en-

largements with details of the 

flaws aid in the determina-

tions of all 25 positions. How-

ever, forgeries of the thin 

overprints abound and a certif-

icate from Mikulski or 

Zumstein is required. 

The small thin over-

prints caused problems. They 

were not easily discernible, 

especially on dark colored 

stamps. There were two deliv-

eries of the thin overprints in 

July and August 1918. On 

September 3, the first delivery 

was made with a new thick 

overprint in 8-point bold sans 

serif typeface. Overprint 

plates of 25 were again used. 

Under pressure from stamp  

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
 
 

 

mailto:albrikwi@bluewin.ch
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collectors the overprinted stamps were offered for 

public sale. This decision was rescinded over a 

month later but in the meantime it allowed for the 

creation of philatelically inspired covers. 

Following official discontinuation of the 

stamps on May 15, 1919, the remaining stamps 

were again offered to the public in June. Some of 

the stamp sets sold included mixed thin and thick 

overprints. Both the thin and thick overprints 

were easily forged, causing the IKW agency to 

evaluate a circular type of overprint. Trial proofs 

are known on singles and blocks of four. Two types 

are known of the circular overprint and are shown 

in the book. 

Another unusual aspect of the stamps arose 

when the Postal Museum realized it had not re-

ceived original overprinted sheets for their ar-

chives. All stamps had been sold and the overprint 

forms dismantled. Stolz and Company had to pre-

pare new plates and make official reprints. These 

were never available to the public. 

Postal cards were also made with the IKW 

overprints. However, examples exist with forged 

cancellations. Also, inverted and double overprints 

on cards are all forgeries. A chapter devoted to for-

geries of the stamps reveals the minefield that 

awaits collectors. The overprints were made with 

crudely available type set into forms rather than 

an etched plate or die. When collectors were able to 

buy the stamps, many values as well as mint over-

prints were exhausted. Poor control and account-

ing procedures led to mismanagement and even 

unauthorized reprints. These reprints are often 

difficult to determine. Forged covers abound as 

well, and a number of them are illustrated. A brief 

bibliography and acknowledgements conclude this 

part of the text. 

A major appendix follows with 75 pages of 

covers that are a feast for the eyes. These are gen-

uine uses divided into the thin overprints, the 

thick overprints, postal stationery, mixed use of 

IKW overprints with other stamps, mixed over-

prints, and a few uses after demonetization. The 

illustrations in the first part of the book bear cap-

tions in both English and German, whereas the 

descriptions in the appendix are English only. The 

captions explain the rates and identify the plate 

positions of the thin overprints. 

The oversize format of the book helps pro-

vide nice enlargements of the thin overprint flaws 

to make identification easier for the flyspecker. 

The 25 varieties of the thin overprints are also 

shown in PDF version on the accompanying com-

pact disc mounted on the inside back cover. The 

illustrations of stamps and covers in the book are 

lovely to behold. The captions for figures 8 and 9 

are interchanged. It would be interesting to know 

if first day of use covers are known, either intend-

ed or accidental. Despite these minor blemishes 

the book is an extraordinary monograph of a diffi-

cult area of Swiss philately. Serious collectors need 

to order a copy before the limited edition of 100 

copies is sold out. 

  I. G. STAMPS   SWITZERLAND 
  Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 
 Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history. 

 Each item has a brief description and picture. 

 You can search for your particular collecting interest. 

 As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list. 

 Those members who do not have a computer please contact me.  I will send you a 
printed copy of your collecting interests. 

Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1SL, England 

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 

 

Since before I became editor, Steve Weston has 

been the Associate Editor.  He stood ready to 

step in as editor in any kind of emergency.  

That willingness has contributed to peace of 

mind for AHPS officers, and for me.  Steve is 

now stepping aside; THANK YOU, Steve, for 

your service.  Now: who is willing to take his 

place?      –  George Struble, Editor 

 

I am looking for a "Muggler Swiss Balloon 

Catalog."  If you have one for sale, I would 

like to buy it.  Send or call with offer to: 

Gerry Diamond, 845 623 3159 or 

Gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com 

mailto:Gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com
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The Pro-Aero Mail Flights of May 1938 

(continued from page 1)   landing strip), are provisionally planned to be connected to each other according 

to the following schedule” (see Fig. 1).  In the PTT Archives of May 19, this plan was slightly changed, in 

that a feeder flight Zürich - Chur (Maienfeld) – St. Gallen was also carried out.  There is nowhere at all any 

mention of sport planes of the Swiss Aero-Clubs in the PTT documents. 

When I began to calculate the approximate weight per leg as based on values reported in the manu-

al and the published air schedule PTA 87 of May 13, 1938, I came to the conclusion that the statement 

about sport planes could not stand. Already after the second or third leg in Basel and Bern or Geneva there 

was a load on board up to 300 kg, from Sion even 400 kg.  About 50 or more sacks of mail were always on 

board, in addition to the attendant. This was most certainly too much for a sport airplane. 

I wanted to get to the bottom of this.  On July 2, 2011, I wrote to the General Directorate of the PTT 

Archive and Library in Bern and requested information. I also wrote to the Secretariat of the Swiss Aero 

Club in Luzern.  This didn’t help me.  Additionally, nothing could be found about the flights in the Aero 

Revue of June 1938. 

 From the PTT I received useful information.  It was not free of charge, since an expense had to be 

reimbursed.  I received copies of an 8-page report “Anleitung für die Sammelstellen” (“Instructions for the 

Collection Places”), the closing report and three pages of statistics on the weight  and quantity of the mail-

ing, altogether 17 pages. 

What can’t be seen from these documents 

are the names of the pilots and registration of air-

planes. However, it became immediately clear that 

larger airplanes from the civilian air service were 

used. The main flights “Mail flight West” Zürich-

Basel-Bern-Geneva-Lausanne-Sion were conducted 

with a larger Douglas air plane flying west from Zü-

rich and returning again from Sion on the same 

route (from the PTT report). Presumably it was a 

Swissair DC 2 (Fig. 2) with additional loading ca-

pacity of 2,800 kg and having 14 passenger seats. 

There was enough space on board for sorting and 

distribution of the many mailbags. It is also stated 

that furthermore a smaller Dragon-Rapid airplane 

operated, which flew east from Zürich (Mail flight East) 

across the Alps to Sion. Since in case of one mail official 

accompanying the two main flights, changing in Sion 

into the other plane with the load, the main flights 

were considered as two “circular flights”.  Furthermore, 

the less loaded flight was from Zürich via St.Gallen, 

Bellinzona to Sion with the Dragon Rapid plane (Fig. 

3).  

The postal administration recommended a mail 

inspector at the airports in Zürch, Bern and Sion for 

the two main flights. The district postal administration 

in Zürch assigned a uniformed postal clerk for the 

“West flight” and ultimately also for the “East flight”. It 

was imperative to assign reliable clerks who knew the 

operation of the airports, knew languages, and were 

resistant to air sickness. 

With what kind of airplanes the feeder-lines Zürich-Luzern-Zürich, Bern-Biel-La Chaux-de-Fonds-

Bern, and Zürich-Chur-St.Gallen were served can’t be seen from the documents; perhaps they were smaller 

planes such as the Comte AC-11. 

 

Fig. 2.  The Swissair DC 2 at the Dübendorf airport, flown 
1936, capacity 2,800 kg, 1 pilot, 1 radio operator, 14 pas-
sengers, range 800 km, travel speed 240 km/hour 

 

 

Fig. 3. The Swissair D.H. Dragon Rapid,  capacity 700 kg, 6 
passengers, range 850 km, travel speed 220 km/hour 
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As can be seen from the final report, not everything went according to the plan. The weather made 

it impossible to conduct the scheduled flights on Sunday, May 22. From the final report of the PTT General 

Directorate of July 1, 1938, I quote:  

“The statistics of the number and weight of the shipments show that these special Pro Aero mail 

flights were important not only because of the distribution and number of  participating post offic-

es but also in regard to the use by the public to an extraordinary extent. Very little of the ar-

rangements could be based on previous experience; another time we would have valuable new 

knowledge.”     

“Unfortunately, the special airmail was impaired by the postponement of the flights, as 

was also the whole Pro-Aero event due to the bad weather on the main days of the event, May 21 

and 22. (The Swiss Aero Club celebrated the establishment of the Pro Aero Foundation on this 

weekend). Despite an unfavorable meteorological report the evening before, the planned day had 

nice weather.  But because of the poor weather forecast, the air transport firms made no prepara-

tions in case there should be favorable conditions, so the flights were postponed.  It is understand-

able that many questions and complaints from the population were received.  

Luckily when on May 31 the Swissair determined around 1 p.m. to take advantage of a 

general clearance and use it thanks to previous preparations for such an occurrence, all went very 

well, hence, one can look back with satisfaction at this event.”  

From this report we see that the main flights were finally conducted in the afternoon of May 31 and 

not according to the established timetable. Only after the Swissair gave the green light and the weather 

cooperated could the flights start. 

Of most interest for us philatelists is the compilation of numbers of flown items in each direction 

from the individual towns (Fig. 4). We waited 70 years for this information. 

Interesting are the small numbers sent to Sion and Le Locle, as few as 40 letters on some segments. 

The smallest shipment we found to be from Chur to Le Locle with only 25 items, a small rarity. Of the total 

of 132,500 items 32,214, or 24% were registered. 

15,476 letters or 11.7% were sent to foreign countries, and 6,205 were sent by express, of which 548 

went to foreign countries.  

 

Distribution Route 

From instructions for the collection agencies, the shipments have to be distributed according to the 

mail transportation administration bulletin # 80: 

 

 

  Fig. 4. Statistics about the number of shipments from each city to the others 
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6. The airmail forwarding for each shipment covers the distribution from the airfield and mail 

shipment office from where it was sent by the sender to the other airport situated closest to the des-

tination as based on number 1:  Geneva,  Lausanne,  Sion,  Bern,  Biel,  La Chaux–de-Fonds, Ba-

sel, Luzern, St.Gallen, Chur, Bellinzona.  

For instance a letter mailed at Brig to the collection agency at Sion and destined for Sissach will be 

shipped by airmail from Sion to Basel. 

Letters for the departure location itself or its surrounding region were to be sent with the special 

flight to the next location in the list in paragraph 1, if the sender did not indicate another flight location. 

For instance, a letter addressed from the mailing office in Zürich to Zürich and surroundings (the whole 

canton of Zürich, Ausserschwyz and Glarus) were flown to Luzern; those from Geneva addressed to Geneva 

or Lyon were flown to Lausanne. 

Because many collectors did not indicate a distribution route, paragraph 6 was used. This can be 

clearly seen from the statistics. From Zürich 8,467 letters were shipped to Luzern. Letters addressed in 

Lausanne without distribution route indication and addressed to a location in the Canton of Vaadt were 

flown to Geneva. Those from Geneva went to Lausanne or Zürich, the letters from Basel went to Bern, the 

ones from Bern without distribution route indication went to Basel, the ones from Chur went to St.Gallen 

and the ones from St.Gallen went to Zürich. 

Further interesting points from the administration manual are: 

2. As many as possible special Pro Aero stamps should be used up to the total required postage.  

Additionally, the special PRO AERO stamps are accepted, for the sake of simplicity, as payment for 

requested registration or Express delivery. For instance by submitting CHF 1.50 for an ordinary or 

registered inland letter, two special stamps have to be affixed.  

Furthermore there exist registered and Express letters with a bloc of four Pro Aero 1938 (Fig. 10). 

4. In the case of registration and express 

fees not having been covered for the shipment by the sender himself, the postal clerk may deduct the 

value of the necessary Pro Aero stamps from the enclosed airmail stamps. 

6. Small weight infringements should be overlooked, larger ones should not be questioned if an 

overpayment of at least 75 cents for each extra 20 g additional weight  is present. 

A further note was added by hand: post-cards are permitted if at least 75 cents are included.   

9. The special stamps (overprint) of 75 cents can only be used as postage for transport on the Pro 

Aero special flights. All stamps of this kind not used must be returned in the usual way to the Post-

age Stamps Section. If at any time un-cancelled stamps surface, a strict investigation into misuse 

and harsh punishment of the possible postal clerk involved will take place.  

Fig. 5 shows a letter with the Pro Aero stamp which was not cancelled at the starting location and 

only an arrival cancel is present.  

 
Fig. 5. Letter with the 1938 Pro Aero stamp, which, against 
the rules, was not cancelled. The letter has only the arrival 
cancel of Zürich 

 

 
Fig. 6. Mail return postcard from Liechtenstein, used for the 
Pro Aero flight from Basel to St.Gallen 
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11. Invalid Swiss or foreign stamps (including those from Liechtenstein) attached to the letter 

should not be cancelled.  

Fig. 6 shows a return post-card from Liech-

tenstein with a 75 cents Pro Aero stamp, an addi-

tional postage stamp for the registration fee 

cancelled in Basel and flown on the Pro Aero flight 

to St.Gallen. 

There also exist letters having mixed post-

age, Belgium and Pro Aero stamps, sent from Basel 

to various airports. Evidently this was accepted 

(Fig. 7). 

… On blocks of 2,3, or 4 stamps (75 cent 

Pro Aero stamp) only one commemorative 

postmark should be applied. Each piece 

should receive on a suitable location on the 

front side a faultless special postmark in 

blue color which the collection agencies received from the postal administration in a little bottle to-

gether with an ink pad according to the mail transportation administration # 80 and 87. In no case 

may this special postmark be put on the stamps. 

Then there exists a large amount of information on special-card closing, the accompanying cards, pa-

per flags, supplemental bags, loading cards, loading inventory, packaging, maximum weight of mail bags. 

For example, for the feeder flights Zürich-Luzern-Zürich:  from Zürich with 0547 loading card for 

Luzern (8,467 items, around 60 kg); from Luzern, one loading card each for Zürich, flight West and flight 

East (total 7,583 letters). 

24. The collection agency was to be notified in the evening before each flight about the expected card 

closings, and the aviation company, by telephone, about the weight of the load. 

26. In case the special mail flight had to be postponed, Swissair must notify as early as possible the 

mail inspectorate who in turn, depending on the communications connections, must notify the dis-

trict postal administration or the collection agency directly.  

Point 2 of the official PTT gazette stated: “To be transported on these flights, unregistered and 

registered letters up to 20 g to destinations in Switzerland and foreign countries are accepted.”  It is not 

specifically stated whether letters to foreign countries by airmail are permitted at all. Additionally, the fol-

lowing was added in handwriting by the general administration of the PTT: “shipments which should go by 

 
Fig. 7. Letter with mixed postage Belgium/Switzerland from 
Bruxelles, with Pro Aero flight Basel to Lausanne 

 

 
Figure 8. Registered letter from Zürich to Santiago, Chile, 
with the 1938 Pro Aero stamp from Zürich to Basel, via 
Frankfurt and Lufthansa with catapult flight via Natal to San-
tiago. Flight postage 2 Fr./5 g, registration 30 cents, for safe-
ty an additional 30 cents per letter 

 

 
Figure 9. Pro Aero letter Luzern to Basel. From Basel via 
Frankfurt with Lufthansa and South Atlantic catapult flight to 
Brazil.  Arrival cancel Natal 3.6.38 2105,  Sao Paulo 5.6.38. 
The additional airmail postage of Fr. 2 is taken care of with 3 
Pro Aero Stamps. A unique letter indeed! 
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airmail (overseas) are not permitted; after arrival at a base location, fundamentally they must be forward-

ed on regular routes.” 

Evidently this was not followed, since Pro Aero letters exist that were forwarded by airmail to for-

eign countries and also overseas. (Figs. 8 to 12). 

Complaints arrived at the general admin-

istration “that here and there, not at the busiest lo-

cations, regrettably, inaccurate procedures occurred. 

Damaged special stamps, incomplete attachment of 

stamps, damage when cancelled or further handled, 

half or totally wrong special cancels, not following 

the prescribed requested delivery route.” 

However, in general it seemed that work 

was conducted with understanding and devotion; 

the participants deserve many thanks for the great 

achievement.   
 

The postal administration gained knowledge 

from these experiences. One year later, on May 6, 1939, with the flights announcing the opening of  the 

Swiss Exposition (Landi), 11 sport planes flew from Zürich to the 25 cantonal capitols. About one airplane 

served two to three locations with mail weighing about 20 to 30 kg., a simple situation because mail was 

delivered only in one direction. And again one year later, May 9, 1940, there were mail flights for the 

Nationalspende and the Red Cross (mail exchange among 16 field post offices). 12 military airplanes took 

the mail from 16 collection locations to Bern Belpmoos and the exchanged mailbags back to the field post 

offices of their airports (a simpler procedure than in 1938, because there existed a central exchange station, 

but 12 airplanes were used). 

Further Pro Aero flights were relatively simple to conduct. There was no later campaign where a 

Pro Aero stamp could be sold only when cancelled. The risk that an uncancelled stamp slips through is just 

too large.  That has been shown by experience 
 

I thank the staff of the historic archives of the PTT in Bern for their willingness to put the documents 

at my disposal. Without their support we would have been wrongly and insufficiently oriented for further 

years about this Pro Aero event and its flights.  

 
Fig. 10. Registered Express letter from Zürich to Sion with a 
bloc of 4 Pro Aero 1938 stamps 

 
 

Fig. 11. Registered letter from Zürich to Geneva transported 
by Pro Aero on Swissair; flown from Rome via Napoli-
Palermo to Tunis. Has Pro Juventute bloc and additional 
postage. Registration and airmail postage 30 + 20 cents.  
The sender went for “safe:” the postage was paid twice in 
case the Pro Juventute bloc was not acceptable. 

 

 
Fig. 12.  Registered letter from Bern to Bangkok with Pro Aero 
Swissair flight from Bern to Geneva, then via Brindisi with Im-
perial Airways or KLM to Bangkok.   Airmail postage 60 
cents/5 g, registration 30 cents plus 30 cents for the letter (not 
necessary) 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall 

This issue’s cover story is a translation of an article in the November 2011 SBZ about the 1938 Pro 

Aero flights.  As my name appears at the beginning of the article, I thought I’d give you a little back story 

on my involvement. 

The late Michael Rutherfoord, Chuck LaBlonde, and I had for years been trying to understand the 

logistics of the 1938 Pro Aero flights.  The Luftpost-Handbuch very cryptically states that the flights were 

“carried out by 13 sport aircraft of the AeCS (Aero Club of Swtizerland)”.  The length of the circuit of the 13 

stops is around 850 kilometers.  If these little planes flew at 150 kph (about 90 mph) it would take them 

about 6 hours to complete the circuit, not allowing for landings, time on the ground, and takeoffs.  The 

three of us were convinced that the flights did not take place with 13 small airplanes making the circuit.  

We were also convinced that some sort of “hub and spoke” pattern (à la FedEx) was used.  Michael, as our 

man on the ground in Switzerland, was unable to find any references that would provide us with clues. 

When Michael died last year, Chuck and I lost our Swiss research partner.  At the suggestion of Ro-

land Kohl, the former editor of the Luftpost-Handbuch and a member of the A.H.P.S., I wrote to Gottfried 

Honegger on June 10, 2011 who referred me to Fritz Kirchhofer.  Herr Kirchhofer forwarded my e-mail to 

Hugo Ruoss, the author of the SBZ article, who responded on July 22, 2011, as follows: 

Dear Mr. Hall, 

You sent an e-mail on June 10 2011 to Mr Kirchhofer regarding the  PRO AERO  flights in May 

1938. 

I also found out that the notices in the Swiss Airmail handbook could not be correct. 

There will be a longer report in the next or overnext SBZ . 

I can only tell you that the 13 

Sportflugzeuge des AeCS  are not correct. 

There were 2 Swissair aircrafts involved, 

a Douglas DC-2 and a DRAGON Rapid 

and some smaller aircrafts. 

All details you will find later. 

   With best regards 

   Hugo Ruoss 

Pay dirt!  The rest is history.  All I can say is 

that Michael must be smiling down from heaven 

that we finally know the answer to our questions. 

We owe Herr Ruoss a big thanks for bird-

dogging this issue to ground.  He has also provided 

us with information on the 1940 Red Cross flights in 

the December 2011 SBZ and the 1939 Landi 

Meldeflug flights in the January 2012 SBZ.  As this 

latter set of flights is part of my Landi collection, I 

was particularly interested in what he had to say 

about those flights.  Here again the Luftpost-

Handbuch is cryptic, saying that “the flights were 

flown from Zürich to all cantonal capitals on 11 

sport aircraft.”  As Herr Ruoss explains in his arti-

cle, the press accounts of the opening day ceremo-

nies for the Landi describe a squadron of aircraft 

flying in formation over Zürich with the lead air-

craft arrayed in a Swiss Cross formation from which 

they peeled off to the four cardinal points of the  
Fig. 1.  “Gruss der Lufte” from the book Festliche Landi  
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compass.  Herr Ruoss seriously doubted that amateur fliers would be trained well enough to fly in for-

mation, let alone to perform the cardinal points maneuver, raising doubts about the accuracy of the 

Luftpost-Handbuch’s description.  By coincidence I just obtained a copy of a book entitled Festliche Landi 

which was published shortly after the Landi closed in October 1939 (the book is undated).  In this book is a 

picture of the “Gruss der Lüfte” (Greetings from the air) formation flying over the Landi grounds (Figure 

1).  The tower for the aerial cableway (the Schwebebahn) across the lake can be seen at the left.  I forward-

ed a copy of the picture to Herr Ruoss and received the following response: 

I am not 100% sure, but they were most probably involved in the Meldeflug.  Based 

on the shorter underwings, these must be the “Fokker C.V.E. Geschwader” of the Swiss Mil-

itary air force and it confirms my doubts as to the ”Sportfliegerstaffel” of civilian airplanes 

making such formation flights without having a training. 

So there’s another special flight clarified. 

A new K-cancel debuted on March 12, 2012 – K 1632 from 2002 Neu-

châtel 2 (canton Neuchâtel).  It is shown in Figure 2.  It replaces the special 

cancel marking the 1000th anniversary of Neuchâtel that was used between 

April 23 and December 31, 2011.  The only difference between the two can-

cels is the removal of the words “1000 Ans” above the date slug in the K-

cancel. 

 

It’s been a while since I have reported on post offices closings and 

changes, but this installment isn’t too bad.  The Swiss must be running out 

of post offices to close. 

1.  On December 31, 2011, the post office at 1285 Athenaz (Avusy) (canton Genève) was closed 

 [assumed by 1213 Petit-Lancy 1] 

2.  On January 28, 2012, the post office at 5628 Aristau (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5630 Muri] 

 [K-cancel K 1485 was last used on that date] 

3.  On January 31, 2012, the following post offices were closed: 

 4004 Basel 4 St. Johann (canton Basel Stadt) [assumed by 4000 Basel 1] 

 9038 Rehetobel (canton Appenzell Ausserrhoden) [assumed by 9413 Oberegg] 

  [K-cancel K 479 was last used on that date] 

 2364 St-Brais (canton Jura) [assumed by 2340 Le Noirmont] 

4.  On February 18, 2012, the post office at 1400 Yverdon 3 La Villette (canton Vaud) was closed 

 [assumed by 1400 Yverdon-les-Bains 1] 

5.  On February 24, 2012, the post office at 2576 

 Lüscherz (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by  

 2575 Täuffelen] [K-cancel K 671 was last used 

 on that date after an almost 35-year run] 

6.  On February 25, 2012, the post office at 6951 

 Scareglia (canton Ticino) was closed  

 [assumed by 6951 Scareglia] 

7.  On March 13, 2012, the post office at 5000 Aarau 3 

 Kaufhaus (canton Aargau) was closed 

 [assumed by 5000 Aarau] [K-cancel K 810 was 

 last used on that date] 

8.  On March 17, 2012, the post office at 6025 Neudorf 

 (canton Luzern) was closed [assumed by 6215 

 Beromünster] [K-cancel K 782 was last used on 

 that date] 

9.  On March 20, 2012, the post office at 8114 Dänikon 

 (canton Zürich) was closed [assumed by 8107 

 Buchs] 

10.  On March 24, 2012, the post office at 6645 Brione 

 sopra Minusio (canton Ticino) was closed  

 
Fig. 2.  New Neuchatel K-cancel 
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 [assumed by 6600 Locarno] [K-cancel K 125a was last used on that date after an almost 46-year run] 

11.  On March 30, 2012, the following post offices were closed: 

 3323 Bäriswil (canton Bern) [assumed by 3322 Urtenen-Schönbühl] [K-cancel K 1034 was last used on 

 that date] 

 2905 Courtedoux (canton Jura) [assumed by 2900 Porrentruy] [K-cancel K 1389 was last used on that 

 date] 

12.  On March 31, 2012, the following post offices were closed: 

 6715 Dongio (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6717 Torre] 

 1914 Isérbles (canton Valais) [assumed by 1907 Saxon] [K-cancel K 235a was last used on that date after 

 an almost 44-year run] 

 1789 Lugnorre (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1789 Lugnorre] [K-cancel K 1085a was last used on that 

 date] 

 2842 Rossemaison (canton Jura) [assumed by 2800 Delémont] [K-cancel K 1357 was last used on that 

 date after a short run of just under 10 years] 

 

Contributors to AHPS 

in 2011 
 Forty-six members made tax-deductible 

contributions to AHPS in 2011.  In addition, sever-

al waived their discount for early membership re-

newal.  We thank all donors for their generosity.  

We also belatedly thank those who contributed in 

2010; somehow your hare-brained editor messed 

up and didn’t publish the list last year.  The total 

of the contributions this year was $2237. 

Double Geneva ($100 or more) 

Paul L. Davies, Jr.  Dwight Pedersen 

Edward H. Jarvis  Harlan F. Stone 

Roland F. Kohl  Emil L. Tobler 

Bruce Marsden  

Strubel ($25 to $99) 

Stephen C. Adler  Lawrence D. Haber 
Kenneth J. Bell  Carl Heule  
Ernest L. Bergman  Roger S. Hinze 
Frank D. Correl  Theodore W. Kury 
Merrill G. Culver, Jr. W.G. Locher 
James J. Erdman  Edward P. Manley 
Marion Beck Finch  Henry C. Morf 
C. Mitchell George  Edward W. Posser 
Raul A. Gonzalez  Terry L. Smith 

I need to pur-

chase, for an ex-

hibit, the machine 

cancel for the 

1938 Aarau Exhi-

bition as listed in 

the Handbuch der Maschinenstempel No.4.1.98, 

preferably on cover with the Mt. San Salvatore 

20 Rp stamp issued at the show) or any other 

stamp.  Send offer to Richard Blaney at: 

rickblaney@comcast.net 

Steve P. Turchik  Robert G. Zeigler 
Robert R. Zahm   

Sitting Helvetia ($10 to $24) 

Dwight E. Bishop  John Gowrie 
Ronald M. Buege  Terrance L. Howell 
Clarence B. Gauldin Jim Morrison 
Henry Gitner  Stephen L. Shively 

Standing Helvetia (under $10) 

Clifford Armstrong Elliot A. Landau 
Peter A. Garuccio, M.D. Paul Lienhardt 
Pierre Hahn  Donald L. McDaniel 
Timothy L. Howard John C. Roberts 
Brian A. King  John M. Scarry 

 

 

In Other Journals 
by George Struble 

 The (British) Helvetia Philatelic Society  

(HPS) Newsletter of September 2011 tells us that 

the PMC Yehudi Menuhin Trophy, awarded annu-

ally for the best music-themed stamps, was won in 

2009 by two Swiss 2008 stamps showing a violin 

and a saxophone.  (Ed. note: one definition of a 

gentleman is someone who could play the saxo-

phone – but doesn’t.) 

 The Helvetia NL of Sept. 2011, p. 71, con-

tains an account of philatelic journeys by Michael 

Rutherfoord, Chuck LaBlonde and Douglas Muir. 

 The October 2011 HPS Newsletter includes 

a nice article by Peter Vonwiller on mail carried on 

ships on the Lake of Constance, known in German 

as the Bodensee.  There were indeed some special 

rules that recognize mail that might be franked 

with stamps of one country but given to a post of-

fice upon arrival in another country; Switzerland, 

Austria, and Germany        (continued on page 13)  

 
 

mailto:rickblaney@comcast.net
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The Man behind the 

Crossbow 
by Pierre J. Moeser 

 A young boy 

stands frozen still. With 

an apple balanced atop his 

head, he stares across the 

village square at his fa-

ther who aims a lethal 

crossbow.  A crowd of peo-

ple collectively holds its 

breath.  The father sights 

the target.  The crossbow 

launches its deadly mis-

sile.  The apple splits and falls onto the ground.  

The crowd exhales. 

  For shooting the apple off his son’s head, 

William Tell’s reward was to be his freedom.  In-

stead, Tell was chained and sentenced to perish in 

a dungeon.  William Tell’s heroic escape and his 

fight for freedom inspired his countrymen in Swit-

zerland’s battle against foreign oppression.  

 So who is the man who gives his name to 

the American Helvetia Philatelic Society publica-

tion?  To explore the story of William Tell, we must 

examine the man, the legend, and the setting that 

gave rise to the crossbow incident. 

 At the beginning of the 13th century, the 

Swiss of the central cantons lived in practical au-

tonomy though the “rights” to the cantons were 

hotly contested.  Europe was in turmoil as the 

House of Hapsburg consolidated its power under 

Rudolf I of Germany.  Recognizing the value (both 

strategic and financial) of the Gotthard Pass, the 

Austrian Dukes of Hapsburg fought to control the 

canton of Uri and the Trans-Alpine trade routes. 

 During this time, the cantons felt the shad-

ow of oppression creeping over them. Pressed into 

action, representatives of the three forest cantons 

(Uri, Schwyz, and Unterwalden) swore the legend-

ary Rütli Oath of allegiance on the Rütli meadow 

in Canton Uri on August 1, 1291.  Each repre-

sentative, Werner Stauffacher of Schwyz, Arnold 

von der Halden of Unterwalden, and Walter Fürst 

of Uri, brought with him ten men.  Historians de-

bate whether William Tell of Uri, a chamois hunter 

from the village of Bürglen in the valley of 

Schächen, was among them. 

 In their attempts to incorporate the valleys 

of Switzerland under their control, the Hapsburg 

rulers dispatched Vögte (overlords or bailiffs) to 

the cantons.  The Vögte often abused their powers 

through taxation, imprisonment, and inappropri-

ate behavior towards the Swiss citizenry. 

 According to noted Swiss Renaissance his-

torian Aegidius Tschudi from Glarus (1505-1572), 

an incident in Altdorf on November 18, 1307 

brought William Tell into conflict with the oppres-

sors.  An Austrian Vogt named Albrecht (also 

known as Hermann) Gessler held power in the vil-

lage of Altdorf in the canton of Uri. Tyrannical and 

abusive, Gessler placed his hat atop a wooden staff 

in the central square of the village.  He ordered all 

the townsfolk to kneel before it as a sign of rever-

ence and appreciation of his power.  William Tell 

entered Altdorf with his son and passed through 

the square.  Tell ignored 

the hat and Gessler had 

him arrested.  For his in-

subordination, William Tell 

was given the option of ei-

ther being executed along 

with his son or shooting an 

apple off his son's head.  A 

skilled crossbow archer, 

Tell succeeded in splitting 

the apple atop Walter’s 

head.  Before releasing Tell, Gessler noticed that 

Tell had put a second arrow in his quiver.  When 

asked why he had a second arrow ready, Tell re-

sponded that it was intended for Gessler in the 

event that harm had come to his son.  Infuriated, 

Gessler had Tell chained and taken by boat to be 

imprisoned forever in the dungeon at his castle in 

Küssnacht. 

 During the journey to Küssnacht across 

Lake Lucerne, a fierce storm arose and Tell’s cap-

tors feared they would perish.  As Tell knew the 

waters well, Gessler freed Tell temporarily to allow 

him to guide them to safety.  Instead, Tell steered 

the boat close to shore near a flat rock (the 

Tellenplatte) near Sisikon at the foot of the 

Axenberg mountain.  There, Tell jumped ashore 

and escaped as the boat rocked in the waves.  Tell 

then traveled by land to Küssnacht where he lay in 

wait.  As Gessler and his party traveled along a 

dark lane (the Hohle Gasse), Tell leapt out from 

hiding and killed Gessler with the second arrow 

from his crossbow.  The news of Tell’s deed spread 

quickly and gave urgency to the Rütli Oath.  The 

Swiss people then rose to combat the Hapsburg 

Dukes, and through a series of battles, the Swiss 

freed themselves from oppression.  Tell is believed 

to have fought at the famous Battle of Morgarten 

on November 15, 1315.  In that battle, the Swiss, 

led by the Werner Stauffacher of the Rütli Oath, 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aegidius_Tschudi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apple
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/K%C3%BCssnacht
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Lucerne
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thoroughly defeated a much larger army of knights 

and soldiers led by Duke Leopold I of Austria. 

 Though well known in central Europe 

throughout the ages, the legend of William Tell 

first gained international renown through the 1804 

play ”Wilhelm Tell” by the German dramatist 

Friedrich von Schiller.  In 1829, Italian composer 

Gioachino Rossini wrote the opera “Guillaume 

Tell,” from which we know the instrumental intro-

duction, the “William Tell Overture.”  In the Unit-

ed States, the overture served as the theme song 

for the radio and television series, “The Lone 

Ranger.” 

 For us in the American Helvetia Philatelic 

Society, the name Tell has a special significance. 

At the end of 1974, the Swiss American Stamp So-

ciety was reborn as the AHPS and January 1975 

Volume 1 #1 marked the first issue of TELL. 

 In Swiss philately, we find images of both 

William Tell and his son, Walter, on stamps start-

ing with Walter (shown with a crossbow) on the 

1907-1925 definitive issue, Zumstein #101-103.  

There would be other renditions of Walter and the 

crossbow before William Tell finally made his ap-

pearance on the 1914-1930 definitive issue, 

Zumstein #126-128.  These issues are included in 

the series “Switzerland: Panorama of Its Postal 

History and Stamps” (specifically parts 7 & 8) by 

Harlan F. Stone published in TELL Volume 5, #11 

(Dec 1979) and TELL Volume 6, #1 (Jan 1980). 

 Tell’s image also appears on Switzerland’s 

largest coin, the five franc piece. Swiss goods have 

borne his crossbow as a sign of Swiss origin. 

 Over the centuries, historians have argued 

over the veracity of the legend of the man and his 

crossbow.  The William Tell account and the origin 

of the Swiss Confederation are chronicled in the 

White Book of Sarnen (written down in its present 

from in 1470) and were given further literary due 

in Aegidius Tschudi’s manuscript, “Chronicon 

Helveticum” published in 1734-1736.  The Swiss 

rebellions against the Hapsburg rulers have been 

documented by numerous sources and archeologi-

cal finds proved the existence and subsequent de-

struction of a number of castles in the forest 

cantons.  It is also known that unreasonably harsh 

Vögte ruled in the forest canton of Uri and that the 

Swiss of that region were excellent archers.  How-

ever, the names William Tell and Albrecht Gessler 

remain difficult to verify. 

 In 1895 in Altdorf, a giant bronze statue 

(by Richard Kissling of Zurich) of William Tell and 

his son was placed at the base of a historic tower. 

At Sisikon near Küssnacht, a chapel (the 

Tellskapelle) was erected in 1388 on the banks of 

Lake Lucerne.  The modern chapel, built 

1879/1880, contains frescoes by Ernst Stückelberg 

of Basel depicting the Rütli Oath, the shooting of 

the apple, Tell’s Jump at that very spot, and 

Gessler’s death. 

 Whether it is truth or tale, the William Tell 

legend remains an inspiration in Switzerland’s 

fight against outside oppression.  Tell stands as a 

symbol of Swiss patriotism and independence. 

 

 

In Other Journals 
(continued from page 11)  are all on that lake.  

Similarly, the March 2012 SBZ has an article on 

mail carried on Lago Maggiore. 

 The same March 2012 SBZ contains an ar-

ticle on plate flaws in the Cross and Numeral is-

sue. 

 The November and December HPS News-

letter carry a fine two-part article by Derrick Slate 

on British internees in Switzerland during World 

War I and their mail. 

 The January HPS Newsletter includes a 

nice article by Chuck LaBlonde and Bob Medland 

on the 1944 Pro Aero stamp and Pro Aero flights. 

 The October 2011 Liechtenstudy newsletter 

continued the series of detailed study of Liechten-

stein stamps; this issue focused on the 40 heller 

imperforate stamp. 

 The November SBZ includes an article by 

René Canonica on the Swiss treatment of postage 

due of mail from other countries under the UPU 

conventions starting July 1, 1876. 

 The same issue also includes an article by 

Andreas Burckhardt and Rudolf Lerch on the 

overprinted airmail stamps of 1919 and 1920.  The 

article includes spectrographic analyses of genuine 

and false overprints. 

 There’s even more in the March 2012 SBZ!  

An article by Dr. Andreas Burkhardt continues an 

analysis he began in the November 2010 SBZ on 

the colors in the various printings of the Basel 

Dove stamps. 

 The January 2012 Ganzsachensammler 

contains an article on a stamped envelope whose 

pigeon is flying the wrong way.  Also an analytical 

article by Anton Egger on post office receipts 

(Postschein) between  1803 and 1848. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aegidius_Tschudi
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AHPS Auction 154 
Here’s another BIG auction with a great variety of wonderful items.  Something for everyone!  Re-

member to bid early, high and often – and have fun! 

The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (Sc ) as appro-

priate.  Values are from the 2012 Zumstein unless otherwise noted.  Soldier stamps are listed and valued 

according to the Wittwer catalog.  Airmail covers are listed and valued per the Schweizerisches Luftpost-

Handbuch where appropriate.  Liechtenstein revenues are listed and valued per the Erler catalog (1981!).  

Catalog values are converted to dollars at the rate CHF 1 = US$ 1.10.  Most lots are illustrated on the in-

ternet via the AHPS web site www.swiss-stamps.org.  A few lots are illustrated on page 2 to whet your ap-

petite. 

Closing date for bids in this auction is May 25, 2012.  Please send bids to auction manager Gordon 

Trotter by one of the following means;  E-mail: auction@swiss-stamps.org .  Mail:  10626 Fable Row, Co-

lumbia, MD 21044.  E-mail bids are preferred and will be acknowledged.  The deadline for submitting lots 

for the next auction is to be announced.  We are still looking for someone to take over the challenging and 

rewarding job of Auction Manager.  Think about it! 

 
Lot # Description Cat. 

Val. $ 

Min. 

Bid $ 

POSTAGE STAMPS 

1 2W (Sc 1L4) U VF, 4 margins, red rosette cancel,  

Philatelic Foundation certificate 

2300 975 

2 15 I (Sc 5) U VF, 4 margins, Nussbaum certificate 1650 750 

3 17 II (Sc 10) U 4 margins, VF 175 40 

4 17 II T.32 (Sc 10) U 4 large margins, VF 175 50 

5 17 II T.19 (Sc 10) U 4 very large margins VF, signed Nu 175 60 

6 18 T.8 (Sc 11) U 4 margins VF, Rellstab certificate 880 150 

7 19 T.1 (Sc 13) U 4 margins, some very large, Von der Weid certificate 1430 250 

8 20 T.6 (Sc 12) U 4 large margins VF 175 50 

9 21G (Sc 35) U 2+ margins, F 770 150 

10 24A (Sc 22) U VF, 4 margins, Rellstab certificate 240 95 

11 26G (Sc 40) U 4 margins VF, Chaux-de-Fonds CDS 132 30 

12 57 (Sc 81) U F-VF, Diessbach 2 VI 84 CDS 440 220 

13 69E (Sc 84b) U VF 55 20 

14 78C (Sc 102) * NH VF 165 63 

15 104-6 (Sc 129-31) * NH F-VF 28 12 

16 107 (Sc 136a) U VF 132 40 

17 113z (Sc 139a) U VF block of 4, Sils 27 VII 38 CDS 66 29 

18 116 (Sc 145) * VLH VF 550 140 

19 122 (Sc 166) * NH VF 105 48 

20 135 (Sc 189) * NH F 110 45 

21 163-6 (Sc 200-3) * VF 240 40 

22 163y-5y (Sc 200-2 var) * NH F-VF, smooth chalky paper variety 185 85 

23 173z, 175z (Sc 173a, 179a) U VF 165 40 

24 219-21 (Sc 250-2) U VF 6 2.50 

25 222-4 (Sc 247-9) U VF 15 6 

26 259-61 (Sc 290-2) U VF 22 4 

27 262-6 (Sc 293-7) U VF 22 4 

28 266 (Sc 297) U VF 15 3 

29 272 (Sc 303) U VF 120 25 

30 273 (Sc 304) U VF 440 100 

31 274 (Sc 305) U VF 155 38 

32 314.2.02 (Sc 345 var) U VF, “blind passenger” flaw in pair with normal  137 40 

33 389.2.01, 390.2.01 (Sc 416-7 var) U each on piece, VF, broken branch variety 88 25 

34 483-5RI.02 (Sc 521-3 var) * NH VF blocks of 4  

with 4 digit inverted control numbers 

28 12 

http://www.swiss-stamps.org/
mailto:auction@swiss-stamps.org
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35 K33y.2.02 (Sc 229a var) * VF, double print variety, Renggli certificate 137 60 

36 F1 (Sc C1) * NH VF, APEX certificate 440 200 

37 [F1] (Sc [C1]) overprint forgery for comparison purposes  20 

38 F2 (Sc C2) * NH VF top margin attached 143 60 

39 WI/I-III * VF PJ forerunners 730 370 

40 WI/2-3 (Sc B2-3) * NH F-VF 330 135 

41 WI/10-1 (Sc B10-1) U VF 66 15 

42 WI/12-4 (Sc B12-4) * VF 27 5 

43 WI/33-6 (Sc B33-6) * VF  4 1 

44 WI/57-60 (Sc B57-60) * VF 11 2.50 

45 WI/98I+99I (Sc B116) * NH VF 143 65 

46 WI/105-12, 117-37 * VF (7 Pro Juventute sets 1943-44, 46-50)) 27 7 

47 WI/133-7 (Sc B196-200) U VF 46 10 

48 WI/143-7 (Sc B217-21) U VF 27 6 

49 WI/148-52 (Sc B227-31) U VF 28 6 

50 WI/153-62 (Sc B232-6,247-51) * VF  12 3.50 

51 WI 153.2.01 (Sc B237 var) U VF double print in block of 4 with normal 240 75 

52 WI/158-62 (Sc B247-51) U VF 16 4 

53 WI/168-72 (Sc B267-71) U VF 13 3 

54 WI/240-3,261-4,281-5 (Sc B410-3,451-4,492-6) * NH VF roses complete 15 3.50 

55 WI/298//355 * NH VF (6 PJ sets between 1986-1999) 48 10 

56 WII/3-6 (Sc B100-3) U on wrinkled New York Worlds Fair souvenir page, 

stamps VF 

19 4 

57 WII/19 (Sc B119) * NH VF 132 50 

58 WII/22-9 (Sc B133-6,146-9) * VF 17 4 

59 WII/37 (Sc B165) U VF 20 4 

60 WII/38-55 * VF (4 Pro Patria sets 1948-51) 44 10 

61 WII/41 (Sc B177) U VF 14 3 

62 WII/42-5 (Sc B183-6) U VF 27 6 

63 WII/50 (Sc B195) U VF 27 6 

64 WII/55 (Sc B205) U VF 28 6 

65 WII/56-80, 86-90 * VF (6 PP sets 1952-56, 58) 42 9 

66 WII/308 (Sc B727) * NH VF 7 3 

67 WIII/8 (Sc B80) * NH VF 88 45 

68 WIII/16 (Sc B130) * NH VF 132 47 

69 WIII/18 (Sc B132) * NH VF 105 40 

70 WIII/19-20 (Sc B141-2) * NH VF plate number blocks of 4 17+ 12 

71 WIII/23 (Sc B144) * NH VF 175 90 

72 WIII/25-8 (Sc B170-3) * VF 4 1.50 

73 P14 (Sc J14) U VF, Guinand certificate (copy) for the block of 4 whence it came 410 100 

74 P20AK (Sc J18) U F, SCHANNIS 15.XI.84 CDS 120 50 

75 P22AK (Sc J20) U F-VF 330 100 

SOLDIER STAMPS 

76 Kommandostabe 4, 5 * on sheetlet with original signature of General Guisan  30 

77 K’stab 9 U on donation card  20 

78 K’stab 8-10 * NH VF 220 60 

79 K’stab 12 * VF 165 50 

80 K’stab 15K/2 * NG F-VF 110 30 

81 K’stab 17 I, 17 II * VF 88 25 

82 K’stab 18 I, 18 II * VF 137 40 

83 K’stab 27a U VF se-tenant pair 110 40 

84 K’stab 30c * VF, white paper 137 40 

85 K’stab 42/1 * NH VF 55 25 

86 K’stab 42/2 * VF 165 60 

87 K’stab 46/2-49/2 * VF 350 100 

88 K’stab 55/1, 55/2 * VF plus 55/1 U on piece 55+ 50 

89 K’stab 94 * VF 110 35 

90 K’stab 104/1-108/1 * NH F-VF 175 60 



May 2012   19   TELL  

91 K’stab 104/2-108/2 * NH VF 215 75 

92 K’stab 109/1, 109/2 * NH VF 99 35 

93 K’stab 112f/2 * NH VF 110 40 

94 K’stab 113/1 * NH VF 82 30 

95 K’stab 119 * NH VF 137 50 

96 K’stab 120 * NH VF 55 20 

97 K’stab 22/2 + Ter. 84/2, Ter. 85/2 + Tel. 34/2, both pairs * se-tenant imperforate 

between, not so listed in catalog 

 60 

98 TICINO soldier stamps, lot of 14 * 300 50 

99 Artillerie – Lst. Kanonier KP16 stamp and cancel on Feldpost card 11 4 

COVERS 

100 16 II (Sc 8) superb 4 jumbo margin specimen on  

complete 1852 domestic folded letter 

330 150 

101 17 II (Sc 10) 4 margin stamp on 1851 partial folded letter,  

paper repair not affecting stamp 

440 145 

102 34 (Sc 47) on small folded letter to France 192 50 

103 294-6 (Sc 322-4) blocks of 4 used on 3 luggage tags, 295 tag is trimmed.   

Blocks cat. 

112 50 

104 385 (Sc 412) block of 4 on domestic cover with “Rousseau-Tag” special cancel 2 1.50 

105 Z10 x 2, one in block of 6, plus other postage on registered cover to New York 230 65 

106 Z14 in block of 6 + other postage on 1930 registered cover  

to New York (3 available) 

22+ 7 

107 Z25b trilingual triple on domestic cover 47 14 

108 Z26d German-French pair on domestic cover 32 9 

109 S63L x 2 in block of 4 on domestic cover 3 2 

110 WI/81-4 (Sc B85-8) on registered cover to US 44 13 

111 WI/205-9 (Sc B339-43) on cover to US 3 2 

112 WII/19 (Sc B119) on domestic registered cover 550 280 

113 WII/32-3 (Sc B156-7) each x 2 on cover to New York 64 19 

114 WII/52 (Sc B202) block of 4 on cover to Sweden 8 3 

115 WIII/19 (Sc B141) corner block of 4 on domestic cover 5 3 

116 WIII/25-8, F28 (Sc B170-3,F28) on 1948 air express cover to London 33 9 

117 WIII/38 (Sc 371a) FDC unaddressed 38 11 

118 WIII/59 (Sc 665) on large cover to US 13 9 

119 DV II on postcard with official cancel 88 25 

120 DV VIII on postcard with official cancel 82 30 

121 Unusual 1918 postage due cover from Schwandi (Glarus) to Basel  

bears 5c + 3x 1c postage due stamps 

 40 

122 Group of 9 covers from early WWII era, some censor. Noted Z. # 115, 214  

each on a couple of covers, some covers tattered, but stamps OK 

 15 

123 About 65 FDC and FFC from 1960s-70s  30 

124 10c UPU anniversary postal card used in 1900 to Paris  1 

AIRMAIL COVERS AND VIGNETTES 

125 F II Basel vignette on official card 715 200 

126 F III Bern vignette on official card 175 50 

127 BA10.b Spelterini memorial balloon cover flown from Austria to Switzerland 220+ 80 

128 RF27.4.Ad NHORA 25c card Le Locle-Lausanne 38 12 

129 RF27.4.Dc NHORA 35c envelope La Chaux-de-Fonds to Lausanne 33 10 

130 RF27.4.Dd NHORA 35c envelope Le Locle-Lausanne 38 12 

131 RF57.7b  first Swissair flight Koln (Cologne) to New York, German franking. 

Only 30 flown. 

120 35 

132 RF57.8b  first Swissair flight Lisbon to New York, Portuguese franking.   

Only 20 flown. 

240 70 

133 RF57.11e  first Swissair flight Cairo to Tokyo, Egyptian franking.   

Only 100 flown. 

88 25 

134 SF24.6f  flight for dedication of monument to les Rangiers,  

franked with F5,6,10 + Rangiers stamp 

240 65 

135 SF26.6b  Leysin Flugmeeting cover with vignette, franked with F10 88 25 
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136 SF29.6b Zurich-Tegerfelden balloon flight, 40c. National Fete card #61 105 60 

137 SF38.1h Pro Aero from Basel, express to France,  

franked with WI/83I+84I (Sc B89) et al. 

220 110 

138 SF38.1k Pro Aero from Zurich w/addl. Postage 24 17 

139 SF38.1k Pro Aero from Zurich w/F9z et al. 26 16 

140 SF38.1l Pro Aero from St. Gallen on view card w/F9z 32 20 

141 SF38.1l Pro Aero from St. Gallen F26 is block of 4 66 30 

142 SF38.1l Pro Aero from St. Gallen w/F9z, F20 33 20 

143 SF38.1l Pro Aero from St. Gallen w/F8z, F16 132 30 

144 SF39.3a Landi balloon flight, franked with F10z 28 16 

145 SF60.6a  World Refugee Year balloon flight Lugano to Bellinzona,  

franked with WII/102, 99 (Sc B297,295) 

66 19 

146 SF72.4a Pro Aero Geneva-New York 8 6 

147 SF72.5a Geneva-Nuremberg 50th anniversary 8 5 

148 SF88.1b,c,d,e four covers for 50th anniversary of Pro Aero:  

Zurich-Samaden, Samaden-Agno, Agno-Geneva, Geneva-Zurich 

22 20 

149 F5 (Sc C5) on 1924 flown cover to Munich 49 15 

150 Postal card 143-02, auto. Postbureau  

with additional franking F17 (Sc C17) flown to US 

11 3 

BUNDESFEIER (NATIONAL FETE) CARDS (see also lot number 136) 

151 1 *  1910 9 3 

152 1 U 1910 used to France 9 3 

153 2 U 1911 6 2 

154 3 U 1912 lancer with flag  12 4 

155 11 * 1914 Pestalozzi’s wife, stamp overprinted “Entwertet/Annule/Annulato” (20) 3 

156 16 U 1917 Mother Helvetia used to France 6 2 

157 25 U 1919 Keller house, cancelled but not written 12 4 

158 27 U 1919 Bocklin portrait, cancelled but not written 12 4 

159 29 * 1920 Labour 16 5 

160 31 U 1920 Woodcutters 14 4 

161 38 * 1923 blind man 8 2.50 

162 46 U 1927 boy with flag used to France 13 4 

163 50 U 1928 old woman and girl used to France, first day cancel 44 13 

164 51 U 1928 old man and girl used to France, first day 44 13 

165 59 U 1929 soldier and family, 25c air to France, first day cancel.  

Card has been trimmed  

99 12 

166 64 * 1930 boy at desk, 25c air 70 21 

167 65 * 1930 August fire, 25c air (3 available) 70 21 

168 67 * 1930 August fire, 40c air 82 25 

169 69 * 1931 man with goats 42 12 

170 70 * 1931 boy with flag 25c air 137 40 

171 72 U 1931 boy with flag 40c air, first day cancel, flown to US 350 100 

172 73 * 1931 man with goats 40c air (2 available) 165 48 

173 78 * 1934 girl peeling apple 27 8 

174 82 U 1936 preacher used to Germany 11 3 

175 84 U 1937 soldier and dog used to US, 2 creased corners 9 2 

REVENUES 

176 Liechtenstein 3-4 * NH VF 1879 documentary 20 35 

177 Liecht. 9 * NH VF 1884 doc. 5 Gulden 16 30 

178 Liecht. 10 * NH VF 1884 doc. 10 G. 27 50 

179 Liecht. 11-14 U VF 1894 doc. complete set 50 90 

180 Liecht. 42 * NH VF 1920 doc. 5 Fr. On 5 K. 8 14 

181 City of Basel Tramway stamps 1929-43 each overprinted with year and month, 

57 different.  Unlisted and scarce. 

 100 

MISCELLANEOUS 

182 28 large PTT collecting pages from 1960s, listed in SBK catalog,  

estimated catalog value: 

65 15 
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183 Lot of 23 PTT Christmas cards from several decades  10 

184 About 130 covers, wide variety of dates, types, etc. with several better,  

interesting lot 

 100 

185 Lot of about 350 FDC most from 1950s-60s with duplication up to 5,  

many better, e. g., regular, PJ and PP full sets, valuable lot 

 175 

186 Lot of 36 PTT booklets (livrets, faltblatter) from 1956-1966  

with * or FD cancelled stamps hinged in, considerable duplication 

 70 

187 Accumulation of about 450 pieces of postal stationery, used and unused, all 

types from all eras: envelopes, cards, wrappers, plus a few early picture post-

cards.  Good variety of postmarks.  Fun lot! 

--- 95 

DONATION LOTS BENEFITTING AHPS. 

RETIRED AHPS CIRCUIT BOOKS—USED AND UNUSED— 
HAVE DUPLICATION FOR SHADES, CANCELS, ETC. 

188 Mostly “G” Strubels plus a 3 margin Rayon II.   

Net balance (as priced by owner) $419 

 80 

189 Standing Helvetias.  Net balance $675  120 

190 Standing Helvetias.  Net balance $440  80 

191 Cross and Numerals.  Net balance $375  64 

192 Postage due and a few franchise.  Net balance $423  80 

193 Better postal stationery items.  Net balance $82.50  20 

194 Two books: money order and receipt of mailing forms,  

plus a few stationery items.  Net balance $40.65 

 8 

195 Liechtenstein small accumulation of modern covers,  

plus several 1915 postal cards. (Not a circuit book.) 

99+ 15 

 

AHPS Auction 152 Prices realized 
 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 
2 750 28 140 46 15 72 7 86 25 123 30 

4 77 34 4 47 30 75 8 88 6 124 30 

5 350 37 45 48 50 76 22 92 21 126 15 

11 10 39 55 50 105 78 375 100 10 127 140 

12 50 40 9 51 95 79 8 111 60 128 50 

18 70 41 14 52 62 80 34 113 3 130 90 

19 150 42 9 53 40 82 11 114 11 131 75 

23 14 43 9 57 275 83 5 120 24 132 135 

24 10 44 175 63 18 85 10 122 28 139 30 

27 22 45 8 70 40  

 

AHPS Auction 153 Prices realized 
 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 
1 400 31 25 65 57 103 175 130 20 148 4 

3 950 36 51 67 18 104 3 131 20 149 150 

4 25 37 32 70 25 111 2.50 135 30 150 95 

5 40 38 52 73 100 112 5.50 136 30 152 105 

6 30 39 15 84 45 117 3 140 11 155 52 

7 35 40 15 95 1 119 39 143 5 157 10 

8 52 42 28 96 1 120 21 144 4 165 10 

9 80 43 8 97 3 121 33 145 5 166 8 

24 6 44 20 98 2.50 122 26 146 11 167 16 

26 75 47 23 99 6 123 10 147 7 170 35 

29 15 49 125 100 12 127 15  
 



22 TELL                                                                                   May 2012 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society 
      ELECTED OFFICERS 2011-12 APPOINTED OFFICERS

President 

Robert Zeigler 

9122 Behner Brook Court 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

317-576-9020 

rzeigler@zcklaw.com 

 

Past President 

Harlan F. Stone 

P.O. Box 770334 

Woodside NY 11377 

Home: 718-478-2374 

hfstone@rcn.com 

 

Vice-President 

Roger Heath 

2535 Ivy Street 

Port Townsend, WA 

98368 

Home: 360-302-5037 

rheath@kona.net 

 
Secretary & Librarian 

Richard T. Hall 

P.O. Box 15053  

Asheville, NC 28813 

Home: 828-681-0581 

rtravis@alum.mit.edu 

 

 
 

 

Treasurer 
Bruce Marsden 
20 Whitney Road 
Short Hills, NJ 07078  
Home: 973-218-9774 
Cell: 973-432-6163 
bmarsden@verizon.net 

 
Regional Trustee West 

Dana Nielsen 

18133 Snohomish Ave. 

Snohomish, WA 98296 

360-668-2699 

dananielsen@comcast.net 
 
Regional Trustee Central 

Michael Peter 

P O Box 50256 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

314-725-6800 

mpeter@elpacocoatings.com 

 
Regional Trustee East 

Rudy Keller 

4221 Roundtop Road 

Export, PA 15632-1834 

724-325-3260 

rudolfkeller@windstream.net

TELL Editor 
George Struble 
210 18th St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301-4316 
503-364-3929 
gstruble@willamette.edu 
 

TELL Associate Editor 

Open 
 

Circuit Sales Manager 

Emil L. Tobler 
P.O. Box 26 
Bradford RI 02808 
Home: 401-377-2238 
Swissboy@COX.NET 
 

Auction Manager 
Gordon Trotter 
10626 Fable Row 
Columbia, MD 21044 
410-730-7936 
trotters2@verizon.net 
 

Audio-visual 

Programs Chair 

Dana Nielsen (see col. 2) 

 

Publicity Chairman 

Awards Chairman 

Harlan F. Stone 

(see column 1) 
 

Webmaster 

Bruce Marsden 

(see column 2) 
 

REPRESENTATIVES 

Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies  

Michael Peter 

(see column 2) 
 

American Philatelic 

Society 

Ernest L. Bergman 

1940 Cliffside Drive 

State College, PA 16801 

814-238-0164   

elb3@psu.edu 

 

Liechtenstudy Group 

Paul Tremaine 

410 SW Ninth St. 

Dundee, OR 97115-9731 

editor@liechtenstudy.org 

 

 

Copyright 2011, The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS).  TELL (ISSN 1042-2072) is the official journal of the 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society, affiliate #52 of the 

American Philatelic Society and a member of the Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies. TELL is published bimonthly 

(Jan/Mar/May/Jul/Sep/Nov). 

Opinions expressed in this journal are those of the authors and 

are not necessarily endorsed by AHPS or the Editor.   

Letters and articles on Swiss, Liechtenstein, UN Geneva and 

related philately are welcome and should be sent to the Editor.  

Whenever possible, submit material by e-mail in as a Microsoft 

Word attachment.  Illustrations may be submitted as image files; 

or we can copy/scan your originals (please consult the Editor 

before sending actual stamps, covers, etc.).  Please include your 

name, address, email address, and telephone number. 

Subscriptions for 2011 include AHPS dues: United States, $23, 

which includes first class postage; Canada and Mexico $26; 

overseas air delivery, $31. Request membership applications 

from the Secretary or download from Web page.  Change-of-

Address should be sent to the Secretary. 

 

Commercial advertising copy and rate inquiries should be 

sent to the Editor.  Advertising deadlines: Feb. 1, Apr. 1, June 1, 

Aug. 1, Oct. 1, Dec. 1. 

 

Printed by Short Run Printing, Ltd., Scottsdale, AZ. 

 

AHPS Website: http://www.swiss-stamps.org 

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-

ization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS is 

dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 

philately and building a community of 

members who share an interest in Swiss 

philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 

among AHPS members.  The goals of TELL 

are 

 inform its readers about Swiss philately 

 support the activities of AHPS 

 provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 

 serve needs of AHPS members 

 

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS 

conventions and shows: 

Apr. 27-29, 2012: WESTPEX – San Francisco, CA.   

2013: TEXPEX – Dallas, TX 

Sept. 2014: INDYPEX – Indianapolis, IN 

mailto:hfstone@rcn.com
mailto:rheath@kona.net
mailto:rtravis@alum.mit.edu
mailto:bmarsden@verizon.net
mailto:dananielsen@comcast.net
mailto:mpeter@elpacocoatings.com
mailto:rudolfkeller@windstream.net
mailto:trotters2@verizon.net


May 2012   23   TELL  

American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

Treasurer’s Report: Calendar Year 2011 

I am pleased to submit the financial results of the Society for 2011 as compared to 2010.  In 2011, 

our net assets increased by $5,789 as a result of continued sales of our book, Philately of Switzerland, a 

strong performance by the Auction program, and continued donations from the membership.  In 2011, we 

published Mike Peter’s IKW book and made a grant towards the publication of Chuck LaBlonde’s next 

World War II postal history book.  In 2011, we also recorded the cash associated with the sales circuit self-

insurance fund offset by a corresponding contingent liability.  In conclusion, your Society’s financial condi-

tion remains strong and we are well positioned to continue all of our educational programs around Swiss 

philately in the English language. 

INCOME              2011      2010 
Membership dues        $ 5,776 $ 5,750 

TELL advertising            855     932 

Auction proceeds          2,257     948 

Sales circuits            200     800 

Publications          7,706  12,894 

Interest on accounts           127     175 

Donations           2,237   2,739 

Collections for GB & Swiss memberships      1,399   1,515 

Swiss Verein Grant           392     285 

   TOTAL INCOME         20,949  26,038 

 

EXPENSES 
TELL publication & distribution       6,167   6,032 

Web Site & Audio Visual programming         175        42 

Trophies and Awards           174     304 

Publications          6,376  18,790 

Annual meeting & publicity            -     153 

Secretarial supplies, postage, printing, misc.       525      991 

Corporate & legal             25      54 

GB & Swiss membership remittances       1,718   1,472 

   TOTAL EXPENSES        15,160  27,838 

 

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS             $5,789     ($1,800) 

 

ASSETS                         Dec 31, 2011  Dec 31, 2010 
Cash – Sovereign Bank checking account    $23,434 $17,615 

Cash – ING Bank certificate of deposit     10,302  10,175 

Cash – Paypal          1,847   1,563 

Cash deposit of auction program       1,000   1,000 

Cash sales circuit self-insurance fund      1,570       - 

Publications Inventory         3,170   1,522 

       TOTAL ASSETS        $41,323 $32,994 

 

LIABILITIES 
Deferred income collected in advance    $ 7,871 $ 5,782 

Contingent liability – self insurance fund     1,570       - 

   TOTAL LIABILITIES       $ 9,441 $ 5,782 

 

NET ASSETS         $31,882 $26,093 

 

Memo: Life Membership Fund Balance     $ 5,064 $ 5,064 

      Unrestricted Balance       26,818  21,029 

 

             Respectfully submitted, Bruce Marsden, Treasurer 



24  TELL    May 2012  

 


